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Remarks 

Claims 1 to 22 are pending. Claims 2, 8, 18, 19, 20, 21. and 22 have been cancelled. 
Claims 1 and 9 are amended. 

Allowable Subject Matter 

Claims 8 and 1 8 have been indicated as allowable if rewritten in independent form 
including all of the limitations of the base claim and any intervening claims. 

In order to expedite prosecution, Applicants have rewritten claims 8 and 1 8 in 
independent form a* amended claims 1 and 9, including all of the limitations of the base claim 
and any intervening claims. 

3 102 Reje ctions 

Claims 1-7, 9-17, and 19-22 were rejected under 35 USC § 102(b) as being anticipated by 
Reed (US 4,246,058). THe Patent Office assert, in part that: Reed discloses a method of applying 
tape to a surface including the steps a) providing a tape having a backing, an adhesive on the 
tack.Bg, and wherein the tape is on a liner, b) cutting the tape ,o provide a first length of tape a 
second length of tape, and a removable portion of tape between first and second lengths of tape (c) 
removing the removable tape mom the liner, d) seating the fin* length of tape from the liner 'and 
e) applying the first length of tape to the surface, me Patent Office further asserts in part that Reed 
discloses: in Figures , and 1 1 where both first and second ends of the removable portion 20 has 
curved portions (comers) which are oblique. 

Since claims 8 and 18 have been rewritten in independent form including all of the 
Stations of the base claim and any mtervening claims, the above rejection is rendered moot. 

1U 03 Rejections 

a»im S 7„d I7we rereja;ttdlmder35usc§ 103(a) as being unpayable over Reed 
4 • 246 • 058, ■ 11,6 0ffl « — <• '» P« '»»• R~d doe* no, specific*,, recite eh., snch 
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labels contain indicia (decoration) but that it is conventional to have indicia on tape which is later 
die cut into labels such that the print can be registered with labels correctly. 

Since claims 8 and 18 have been rewritten in independent form including all of the 
limitations of the base claim and any intervening claims, the above rejection is rendered moot. 

In view of the above, it is submitted that the application is in condition for allowance. 
Reconsideration of the application is requested. 

Allowance of claims 1, 3 - 7. and 9 - 17, at an early date is solicited. 



Dale V 7 7 




Scott A. Bardelt, Reg. No.: 39,594 
Telephone No.: (651) 736-6935 



Office of Intellectual Property Counsel 
3M Innovative Properties Company 
Facsimile No.: 651-736-3833 
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